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EO 11652 NA 
TAGS: EAIR GH 

SUB: CIV AIR: FURTHER PRESSURE ON PANAM 
REF: A) ACCRA 5019 B) STATE 203526 

1. COMMISSIONER OF INCOME TAX HAS ORDERED ACCRA PANAM 
OFFICE TO APPEAR OCT 14 WITH ACCMOUNTS AND OTHER STATMENTS 
FROM 1946-47 TAX YEAR ONWARD. PANAM HAS BEEN EXEMPTED 
FROM GHANA INCOME TAX ON BASIS OF LEGISLATION EXEMPTING 
FOREIGN CARRIERS "IF THE COMMISSIONER IS SATISFIED 

THAT AN EQUIVALENT EXEMPTION IS GRANTED BY THE COUNTRY 
IN WHICH SUCH (CARRIER) IS RESIDENT TO (CARRIERS) 

RESIDENT IN GHANA." 

2. PANAM REP HAS BEEN TOLD INFORMALLY THAT PANAM MAY 
HAVE BEEN GIVEN EXEMPTION IN ERROR SINCE IT COULD BE 
ARGUED THERE IS NO RECIPROCAL US EXEMPTION (BECAUSE 
THERE IS NO GHANAIAN CARRIER PERMITTED TO OPERATE TO US). 

PANAM HERE BELIEVES IT WAS ONCE GIVEN DOCUMENT 
SPECIFICALLY EXEMPTING IT FROM GHANA INCOME TAX BUT 
DOES NOT HAVE IT IN ACCRA FIWLES: IT HAS REQUESTED 
COPY OR CITATION FROM PANAM NEW YORK. 
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3. COMMENT: IT APPEARS CLEAR THIS IS FURTHER GHANAIAN 
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PRESSURE ON BILATERAL AGREEMENT ISSUE (REFTELS). 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: PROVIDE EMBASSY ASAP WITH 
CITATION TO US LAW GRANTING US INTERNAL REVENUE 
EXEMPTION TO FOREIGN AIR CARRIERS OPERATING OR WHICH 
MAY OPERATE TO US. 

HANSON 
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